
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
OF 

IOWA COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
(Health Insurance Plan of Iowa) 

 
May 14, 2010 

 
A teleconference meeting of the Board of Directors of the Iowa Comprehensive Health 

Association (“Association”) was held on Friday, May 14, 2010, at 1:00 p.m.  Those participating 
were: 

 
Board Members 

 
Rod Turner, President     Angela Burke Boston 
 Patty Huffman      Dale Mackel 
Craig Srajer 
 

 
Board Members Absent 

 
Bob Corn      Joseph E. Day 
Senator David Hartsuch     Rep. Doris Kelly 
 Senator Rich Olive     Karen Hanson 

 
Other Participants 

 
Genevive Appleby     Cecil Bykerk 
Bill Boyd      Bernie Jamison 
Debbie McCormick     Chad Somers 
Denise Wilkins 

 
A quorum having been declared, President Rod Turner, called the meeting to order at 1:00 

p.m. and the following business was conducted: 
 
1. Rod Turner stated that the purpose of the teleconference meeting was to discuss the 

solicitation for state proposals to operate qualified Federal high risk pools that CMS issued 
earlier in the week.  A copy of the solicitation had been distributed to the Board members prior 
to the teleconference meeting.  Rod stated that the State of Iowa would need to complete a 
proposal for purposes of contracting with the Federal government pursuant to the solicitation.   
 

2. Cecil Bykerk reported that Peggy Onstott was working on proposed rates.  He also 
reported that it appeared that the only plan currently available under HIPIowa that could be used 
for the Federal high risk program was the $1,000.00 deductible policy.  An open question was 
whether the out-of-pocket maximum of $5,950.00 should be capped at that set amount or 
whether it should be adjusted on an annual basis.  The Board discussed the matter and Board 
members expressed support that the adjustment should be made on an annual basis.   
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3. Cecil Bykerk reported that there was a need to consider whether maternity benefits would 

be part of a standard benefit plan or part of a rider. 
 

4. Mr. Bykerk also stated that rates based on tobacco usage were permissible but that gender 
distinctions were not permissible.  He noted that it is possible for the Federal high risk pool 
product to have rates based on geographic areas.  He reported, however, that HIPIowa has never 
made such a distinction. 

 
5. Bill Boyd reported on the possible risks associated with the Association participating in 

the Federal high risk pool program.  He noted that certain of the risks could be reduced if a 
separate nonprofit or limited liability company were set up to operate the program.  Angela 
Burke Boston said that there would be discussion with the Governor’s office with regard to how 
the State would like to address this issue.   

 
6. Cecil Bykerk reported that he would be working with Benefit Management, Inc. to start 

drafting a proposal to be submitted in response to the solicitation.  He noted that the Board may 
need to meet in the near future to discuss aspects of the proposal.   
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:32 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________ 
Dale Mackel, Secretary  
 
 
 
 


	OF
	Board Members
	Board Members Absent
	Other Participants

