
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
OF 

IOWA COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
(Health Insurance Plan of Iowa) 

 
November 23, 2010 

 
A teleconference meeting of the Board of Directors of the Iowa Comprehensive Health 

Association (“Association”) was held on Monday, November 23, 2010, at 9:03 a.m.  Those 
participating were: 

 
Board Members 

 
Rod Turner, President     Angela Burke Boston 
 Bob Corn       Patty Huffman 
 Dale Mackel      Craig Srajer  
Kevin Van Dyke 

 
Board Members Absent 

 
Senator David Hartsuch     Rep. Doris Kelly 
 Joseph E. Day      Senator Rich Olive 

 
Other Participants 

 
Cecil Bykerk      Bill Boyd 
Alan Kellogg      Debbie McCormick 
 

 
A quorum having been declared, President Rod Turner, called the meeting to order at 

9:03 a.m. and the following business was conducted: 
 
1. Board Membership.  Rod Turner reported that Kevin Van Dyke was rejoining the Board 

as a representative of Wellmark.  Bill Boyd reported that he had contacted Humana to identify a 
potential Board member to fill an open vacancy on the Board. 
 

There was discussion with regard to the legislative representatives.  It was noted that the 
legislature is responsible for appointment of such representatives. 

 
There also was discussion about filling vacancies of positions appointed by the Governor.  

Rod Turner and Cecil Bykerk will prepare a letter to be sent to Governor-Elect Branstad for 
purposes of appointment of such Board members. 

 
2. Minutes.  After discussion, the following motions were made by Angela Burke Boston 

and Dale Mackel and unanimously carried: 
 



RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Board meeting of October 25, 2010, 
be approved. 

 
3. Executive Director Report.  Cecil Bykerk noted that there is a change in administrations 

in the State of Iowa.   
 
4. HIPIOWA-FED Report.  Debbie McCormick of Benefit Management, Inc. (“BMI”) 

reviewed the activity for HIPIOWA-FED.  She reported that there were 80 enrolled members 
with 6 new members enrolled in the last week.  Cecil Bykerk reported that HHS has been 
holding monthly conference calls with the states administering the federal high risk pool.  He 
said that enrollment around the country is lower than anticipated and that HHS has asked each 
state for re-projections relating to enrollment.  Mr. Bykerk reported that he is working with BMI 
on a revised budget. 

 
Angela Burke Boston reported on the marketing effort for HIPIOWA-FED.  She said 

there have been efforts in promoting HIPIOWA-FED via the internet, radio, drugstores, 
television, and trade organizations. 

 
Cecil Bykerk reported that HHS has added a plan for the federal high risk pools that it is 

administering.  Such plan has lower premium rates.  He said at this point, there is no pressure 
from HHS to include such plans in HIPIOWA-FED. 
 

5. Possible Claims Audit.  Cecil Bykerk reported that he had been in communications with a 
vendor that performs claims audits.  The Board discussed the advantages of having such an audit 
conducted on HIPIOWA.  Rod Turner suggested that an inquiry be made with the other pools 
that utilize BMI to see if such pools would like to join the Association in retaining a vendor to 
perform a claims audit.  Cecil Bykerk said that he would investigate further and report back to 
the Board. 
 

There was also discussion about the SAS-70 audit performed for BMI.  Cecil Bykerk said 
he would distribute the most recent SAS-70 audit for BMI. 

 
6. State Legislation.  Angela Burke Boston reported on the Insurance Division’s proposed 

legislation for the 2011 legislative year.  She said that the Insurance Division omnibus bill will 
basically be a clean-up bill addressing such items as external review under healthcare reform, the 
guaranty fund, and surplus line changes.   

 
Ms. Burke Boston also reported that the Legislative Healthcare Commission had met and 

was proposing that the premiums for the HIPIOWA products be lowered to 100 percent of the 
average market rate.  She said the Commission’s role is limited to making recommendations to 
the legislature, and she did not know how the legislature would respond to such a 
recommendation.  She said that members of the Commission are aware of the impact to the 
premium tax credit if such a change in premiums were made.   

 
7. IIHBRA Assessment.  Bill Boyd reported on the proposed calendar year 2009 assessment 

of the Iowa Individual Health Benefit Reinsurance Association (“IIHBRA”).  After discussion, 
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the following motion was made by Patty Huffman and seconded by Craig Srajer and 
unanimously carried: 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 513C and the Association's Plan 
of Operation, the Board of Directors for the Association is required, on an 
annual basis, to make assessments and distributions to equalize the individual 
carrier and organized delivery system gains or losses on basic and standard 
plans insured by such carrier or organized delivery system so that each carrier 
or organized delivery system receives the same ratio of paid claims to ninety 
percent of earned premiums as the aggregate of all basic and standard plans 
insured by all carriers and organized delivery systems in the state of Iowa. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has determined that there was an 
assessable loss in calendar year 2009 which under the terms of Iowa Code 
Chapter 513C and the Association's Plan of Operation shall be assessed to all 
members in proportion to their respective shares of total health insurance 
premiums or payments for subscriber contracts received in Iowa during the 
preceding calendar year, or with paid losses in the year, coinciding with or 
ending during the calendar year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT: 
 
RESOLVED, that the methodology used for calculating the proposed 
assessment of the members be approved. 
 
RESOLVED, the members of Association be assessed in accordance with the 
proposed calendar year 2009 assessment document setting forth the 
assessments and reimbursements of Association members and the appropriate 
officers and agents of the Association are authorized, empowered, and 
directed to take all such actions and do all things as are necessary in order to 
effectuate the assessments and reimbursements and carry out the purpose and 
intent of this resolution, including making any adjustments to the assessments 
deemed necessary by such officers and agents. 
 

 Rod Turner, Bob Corn, Patty Huffman, Craig Srajer, Dale Mackel, and Kevin Van Dyke, 
recused themselves from that part of the vote approving the assessment that related to their 
respective companies’ assessment and reimbursement, if any. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:54 a.m. 

 
 
_______________________ 
Dale Mackel, Secretary  
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